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A 

BILL 

TO 

Encourage tlie Erection and Improvement of Dwellings for a.d. ists. 

Agricultural Labourers in Ireland. 

TTTHEE-EAS it is expedient to encourage tlie erection and main- 
» ' tenance of improved dwellings for agricultural labourers in 
Ireland, and for snob purpose to amend tbe law relating to tbe 
valuation of rateable property in Ireland with respect to sucb 
5 dwellings, and to make sucb provisions as are in tbis Act con- 
tained : 

Be it therefore enacted by tbe Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with tbe advice and consent of tbe Lords Spu’itual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in tbis present Parliament assembled, 

10 and by tbe authority of tbe same, as follows : 

1 . Tbis Act may be cited for all purposes as “ The Agricultural Short title. 
Labom-ers Tenements (Ireland) Act, 1876.” 

2. In tbis Act tbe expression “ tbe Yaluation Acts ” shall mean Definitions, 
tbe Acts relating to tbe valuation of rateable property in Ireland 

15 specified in tbe Schedule to tbis Act annexed, and any Acts wbieb 
may hereafter be passed amending tbe same. 

The term “landlord” shall mean tbe immediate lessor of any 
tenement, or tbe agent, receiver, or other person legally repre- 
senting sucb lessor. 

20 The term “ prescribed ” shall mean prescribed by any rules made 
in pursuance of tbis Act. 

The several words and expressions to which by tbe Valuation 
Acts meanings are assigned have in tbis Act tbe same respective 
meanings. 

25 3. Except as by tliis Act expressly provided, every tenement Exemption 

registered under this Act as an improved agricultural labourers 
tenement shall, so long as it continues to be so registered, be from taxa- 
exempt from all rates, taxes, duties, and assessments whatsoever, 
whether pubbc, general, or local. 
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4 . Any tenement which satisfies all the following requisites may 
bo registered as an improved agricultural labourers tenement under 
this Act : 

1. Such tenement shall be in good repair : ' 

2. Such tenement shall contain a sufficient number of rooms and 5 

of a sufficient size to accommodate the persons actually 
occupying such tenement without overcr*owding, and to 
provide for the due separation of the sexes at night : 

3. Such tenement shall contain such accommodation as regards 

ventilation, drainage, and all other matters as is sufficient to 10 
provide for the wholesome occupation of such tenement by 
the inmates : 

4i. Such tenement shall be let to and be in the occupation of a 
ten.ant gaining his living wholly or mainly as a labourer 
upon land which is agricultmal or pastoral in its character 16 
or partly agricultmal and partly pastoral : 

5. The amount of land included in such tenement shall not exceed 

half an acre : 

Provided always, that in estimating the amount of land included in 
any such tenement, any land not exceeding half cm acre in extent 20 
held in conacre, and used exclusively for the growing of potatoes 
or other green crops, shall not be reckoned. 

5 . Any landlord who may be desirous of causing any tenement 
to be registered under this Act as an improved agricultural labourers 
tenement shall, on or before the first day of Novenibei' in any year, 26 
deliver to the collector of the poor rates within the poor law union 
within which such teiiement is situated a notice in writing signed 
by such landlord stating his wish that such tenement should be so 
registered, or if such tenement has been previously registered under 
this Act, a notice stating his wish that such tenement shall continue 30 
to be so registered. 

6. On the fifteenth day of November in each year every 
collector of poor rates within each poor law union shall make out 
and deliver to the clerk of such rmion, to Idc by him laid before the 
l)oard of guardians of such union, a list of all such notices as have 36 
been received by him in respect of tenements situated within every 
townland in tlie said union and within his district, and of all such 
tenements ; and if such collector shall fail or neglect to make out 
such list according to the best of his ability, and deliver the same 

to the clerk of the guardians on fifteenth day of November as 4,0 
aforesaid, he shall for every such neglect or default be liable to a 
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penalty not exceeding jsotmds ; and the clerk of each poor law A.D.1875. 
iruion shall, for ten days after receiving any such list, leave the same 
open for public inspection at the workhouse of such union, and 
permit estracts to he made therefrom ; and shall, on or before the 
5 twenty -seventh of November in each year, make out a full and 
complete list of aU tenements mentioned in such lists delivered to 
him as aforesaid on the fifteenth day of the same month, and trans- 
mit the list so made out by him to the commissioner of valuation 
acting under the authority of the Valuation Acts. 

10 7. The board of guardians of and any ratepayer within the poor Power to 

law rmion witliin which any tenement mentioned in any such list 
is situated, if they or he object to such lists on account of the payers to 
insertion or continuance therein of any tenement, may within the 
prescribed time and in the prescribed manner transmit to the 
15 commissioner of valuation a notice in the prescribed form, herein- 
after called a “ notice of objection,” signed by the clerk of such 
guardians or by such ratepayer, stating the reasons why they or 
he obiect to the insertion or continuance of such tenement in such 
hat. 

20 8. As soon as may be after the receipt of such lists for the several Inspection of 

poor law unions in- any county and of such notices of objection tenements, 
relating thereto (if any), the commissioner of valuation shah cause the 
person or persons appointed to revise the valuation of the tenements 
requiring revision in such poor law unions, or (if no person has been 
26 appointed for the purpose aforesaid) the commissioner of valuation 
shall appoint a fit and proper person or fit and proper persons, to 
inspect the said tenements and the person or persons so appointed 
shah inspect such tenements, and shall take into consideration the 
notices of objection transmitted to the commissioner of valuation, 

30 with respect to such tenements, or any of them, and inquire into the 
truth and effect of the ahegations therein contained, and shall proceed 
in such manner as may be prescribed, and shah report whether in his 
or their opinion the requisites prescribed by this Act have or have 
not been complied with in the case of every such tenement, and 
35 shall notify such compliance or non-compliance by a certificate 
under his or their hand or hands addressed to the commissioner of 
valuation, and shall transmit a copy of 'every such certificate to the 
landlord of every such tenement and to the clerk of the poor law 
union within which such tenement is situated, and' the clerk of such 
40 poor law imion shall, for twenty-one days after receiving the copy 
of any such certificate, leave the same open for public inspection 
at the workhouse of such union, 

[17.] A 3 
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9 . Tlie landlord of any sucli tenement and the board of guar- 
dians of and any ratepayer within the poor law union within which 
any such tenement is situated, or any one or more of them, may, 
within tmenty-one days after receipt of such , certiftedte by the 
clerk of such poor law union as aforesaid, if aggrieved thereby, 6 
give notice in the prescribed manner to the commissioner of 
valuation, and to the persons prescribed, of his or their intention 
to appeal to the next general or q^uarter sessions of the peace for the 
division of the county, or for the county of a city, or county of a 
town within which such tenement shall be situated ; but in case 10 
the next general or quarter sessions as aforesaid shall commence 
within, forty days after the receipt of such certificate as aforesaid 
by the clerk of the board of guardians, such appeal shall be to the 
succeeding general or quarter sessions as aforesaid. 

The court before which any such appeal shall be brought as 16 
aforesaid is hereby empowered and required to hear and determine 
the matter of such appeal as stated in such notice of appeal, but 
not any other cause or notice of appeal, and to hear the -prescribed 
persons and to make such order dismissing such appeal, or can- 
celling, altering, or amending any such certificate, as to such court 20 
shall seem fit, and to award such costs to the party appealing or 
appealed against or any other party who shall be brought before 
the said court on the hearing of such appeal, whether the appellant 
shall prosecute such appeal or not, or shall appear at the hearing 
or not, as the said court shall think proper ; and the determination 25 
of the said court in or concerning the premises shall be conclusive 
and binding on all parties to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

10 . Whenever by the order of any com’t of quarter sessions 

before whom any such appeal as aforesaid is brought such appeal 
shah be dismissed, or any certificate shall be cancelled, altered, or 30 
amended, notice of such order of such comt shall forthwith be 
given by the said court to the commissioner of valuation ; and such 
notice shall state either that such appeal has been dismksed, or shall 
specify exactly every cancellation, alteration, or amendment made in 
pursuance of such order in every such certificate as aforesaid. 35 

11 . The guardians of the poor of the union shall, out of any 
funds under their control, pay to the clerk of the guardians, or any 
person appointed in his stead, the reasonable expenses which he 
shall have incurred in the execution of this Act. 

12 . After the expiration of the said period of twenty-one days if no 40 
such appeal has been brought, or, if such appeal has been brought, 

as soon as may be after the receipt of notice of the order of the cornet 
of appeal in relation thereto, the commissioner of valuation shall 
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register every tenement in relation to which, according to such cer- A.D. 1875. 
tificate as originally transmitted to him, or as subsequently altered 
or amended on appeal, the requisites prescribed by this Act are cer- 
tified to have been complied with in a register to be called “The 
6 “ Eegister of Improved Agricultm-al Labourers Tenements,” which 
he is hereby required to keep ; and in case in relation to any 
tenement the said requisites are certified in manner aforesaid as not 
having been complied with, he shall refuse to register such tenement, 
or shall, where the same has already been registered, strike the same 
10 off the register. 

Every tenement registered by the said commissioner of valuation 
in manner aforesaid shaU be deemed to be a tenement registered 
under this Act as an improved agricultural labourers tenement 
within the meaning of this Act, and shall, so long as it continues 
15 to be so registered, be exempt from all rates, taxes, duties, and 
assessments whatsoever, whether public, general, or local. 

13. In the lists of valuation and of every revision thereof which Improred 
the said commissioner of valuation is by the Valuation Acts 
required to make out and transmit to the guardians of every union tinguished 

20 and to the treasurer of every county he shall distinguish, as being 
exempt from taxation, every tenement in such union and county 
which is on the register of improved agricultural labourers tenements : 

Provided always, that where in relation to any union or county 
in which any improved agricultural labourers tenement registered 
26 under this Act is situated there is in any year no revised list, the 
commissioner of valuation shall make out and prepare a revised 
list or lists of the rateable hereditaments and tenements within 
such union or county, and shall distinguish every improved agri- 
cultural labourers tenement in such list or lists as being exempt 
30 from taxation, and shall sign the same, and shall transmit copies 
of the same to the guardians of every union and to the treasurer 
of every county in which any such improved agricultural lahom’ers 
tenement is situated as aforesaid. 

14. The production of a copy of any such list, or any extract Copies of 
35 therefrom, relating to any such tenement, signed by the commis- 

sioner of valuation, the clerk of the union, or the treasurer of the evidence, 
county ill which such tenement is situated, shall for the purposes 
of this Act and of all proceedings thereunder be conclusive evidence 
of all the facts, matters, and things therein stated in relation to 
4 Q suoii tenement, and that the same is a tenement registered as an 
improved agricultural labourers tenement within the meaning of 
this Act. 

[17.] A 4, 
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6 Agncultural Labourers Dwellings {Ireland). [38 Vict.] 

15 . In every rate to be made after thirty days from tbe receipt 
of snob last-mentioned lists by tbe board of guardians of any union, 
and in every applotment of coimty rate or county, cess made by 
tbe treasurer of any county, and in every asses.sment to. and for 
tbe purposes of any rate, tax, or duty whatsoever, whether public, 6 
general, or local, tbe tenements distinguished in such bsts as 
improved agricultural labourers tenements registered under this Act 
shall be excluded and tbe same shall be exempt from taxation, and 
shall continue to be exempt until such lists shall be again revised 
from time to time in tbe manner provided by tbe Valuation Acts 10 
and this Act. 

16 . The expenses incurred by the commissioner of nalmation and 
cmy person acting under him in pursuance of this Act shall he 
deemed to he expenses, other than super a^inuations, penmans, cmd 
allowances, i/ncurred in execution of the Valuation Acts, a/nd the 16 
same shall he respectively defrayed, levied, and raised m the marmer. 
cmd subject to the provisions of the said Act in relation to such 
expenses. 

17 . The rent payable in respect of any improved agricultural 
labourers tenement registered under this Act shall, so long as tbe 20 
same shall continue to be so registered, be a rent at a rate by the 
year wMcb shall not exceed tbe amount stated to be tbe total 
annual valuation of such improved agricultural labourers tenement 

in the list or table of valuation in which such tenement is dis- 
tinguished in- manner aforesaid; and any agricultural labourer who 25 
has paid by way of rent in respect of such tenement any sum or 
stuns exceeding such amount as aforesaid may, within six months 
next after any such payment, recover tbe sum paid by him in excess 
of such amount by civil bdl process in tbe comd of tbe chairman 
of tbe county or riding m wbiob the said improved agricultural 30 
labourers tenement is situated. 

18 . Tbe fifteenth section of “The Summary Jmdsdiction (Ire- 
land) Act, 1861,” shall be applicable to tbe debvery of tbe posses- 
sion of any tenement registered under tbe provisions of this Act 

as an improved agricultmal labourers tenement when wrong- 35 
fully overbeld in the same manner as it would now apply to 
tbe delivery of tbe possession of any tenement within tbe said 
Act ; but whenever the tenant of any such tenement shall have 
sovm or planted upon such tenement, or upon any part thereof, 
any growing crop wliicb be shall be unable to save by reason 40 
of the determination of the tenancy, the justices shall by a 
distinct order fix such sum (if any) as they shall thiub a fair 
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compensation to him for the loss of such crop after ail just and 
proper deductions for any loss the landlord may have sustained by 
the wrongful overholding of such tenement, or by any dilapidation 
thereof, or on account of any arrear of rent due by the said tenant 
5 to the landlord for the said tenement ; and no warrant shall be issued 
to execute the order for possession until the landlord shall have paid 
or tendered to the tenant or allowed him credit for the sum so fixed 
by such last-mentioned order. 

19. This Act shall not be deemed to deprive the landlord, either 
10 before or after the justices may have declined to intex’fere, of any 

remedy for the enforcement of his rights which he might otherwise 
have in the superior or other courts of law or equity in Ireland. 

20. The land agent of the landlord of any tenement, if a justice 
of the peace, shall, not as such justice take any part in the hearing 

15 of any complaint or in the making of any order imder this Act in 
relation to such tenement. 

21. The commissioner of valuation may, in relation to the cxecu- Power to 
tion of the provisions of this Act (other than appeals), from time to 

time make, and when made may rescind, annul, vary, or add to, noticea, mode 
20 rules with respect to the folloAving matters : proceed- 

1. All forms to be used : 

2. The persons to be heard and the proceedings to be had in 

relation to registration : 

3. The circulation of forms : 

25 4. The scale of costs and fees to be charged in carrying this Act 

into execution, and the taxation of such costs and fees, and 
the persons by or from whom and the manner in which 
such costs and charges are to be paid or deducted, subject 
nevertheless to the sanction of the Treasmy as to the 
30 amount of fees to be charged : 

5. As to any other matter or thing, whether similar or not to 
those above mentioned, in respect of which it may be 
expedient to make rules for the pinposc of giving effect to 
the aforesaid provisions of this Act. 

35 22. The several chairmen of quarter sessions, or Jive of them General 

to be selected at a meeting of the said chairmen to be convened 
for that purpose, may from time to time, and as often as may be chairmen of 
deemed necessary, make and issue such rules as they shall thhik 
fit for regulating the forms, proceedings, and general practice in 
40 the case of appeals under this Act, and may from time to time alter, 
vary, and annul any previous rules relating to the practice of the 
[17.] B 
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A.D. 1875. said courts iu respect of such, appeals, and may make any new or 
other rules in lieu thereof, provided that any such rules shall not be 
inconsistent with this Act ; and such rules shall be transmitted to 
the clerks of the peace of the respective counties in Ireland, to be 
by them kept and preserved in their offices, and there to remain 
•open at all times to public inspection ; and such rules shall be as 
binding as if they were contained in this Act. 

Rules to be 23. Any rules, made in pursuance of this Act shall be deemed 
Parli^'^t. within the powers conferred by this Act, and shall be of the 

same force as if enacted in this Act, and shall be judicially noticed. 

Any rules made in pursuance of this Act shall be laid before 
Parliament within three weeks after they are made, if Parliament 
be then sitting, and if Parhament be not then sitting, within three 
weeks after tlie beginning of the then next session of Parliament. 
Saving , 24r. The provisions of this Act shall not apply to any tenement 

clause. forming part of any demesne lands or situated in any demesne; 

and the tenan^t of any tenement registered as an improved agricul- 
tural labourers tenement under this Act shall not be entitled to 
recover compensation from the landlord of such tenement under 
the Landlord and Tenant (L*eland) Act, 1870, so long as such 
tenement shall continue to be so registered. 

Recovery of 25. Every penalty and all costs payable under the provisions of 
costs'*'^^ recovered in a summary way, with respect to the 

police district of Dublin metropolis subject and according to the 
provisions of any Act regulating the powers and duties of justices 
of the peace for such district or of the police of such district, and 
with respect to other parts of Ireland before a justice or justices of 
the peace sitting in petty sessions, subject and aceordiug to the 
provisions of the Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 1851, and any 
Act amending the same, and shall be applied according to the 
provisions of the Pines Act (Ireland), 1851, or any Act amending 
Actio .ppl, tliosamo. 

to Mend 26. This Act sliaU extond to Ireland only. 

only. 

Duration of 27. This Act shall continue in force until the expiration of ten 
• years from the date of the passing thereof, and no longer, unless 
Parliament shall otherwise determine. 
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